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but is probably the product of ninth and eighth century
Homeric enthusiasm. Homer was read or rather heard in
Lesbos with avidity, as may be seen from the fact that
Lesches the Lesbian, reputed author of the Little Iliad, was
second in fame only to Arktinos of Miletos among the
composers of sequels to the great epics. Strabo's authority
would clearly have liked to bring Orestes himself over in
command of the expedition, but is deterred by the fact that
he has read in Herodotos that the Spartans with the assistance
of the Delphic Oracle had found the bones of that hero in
Tegea. The Atreid tradition was current, however, early
enough to inspire the naming of King Agamemnon of Kyme,
who must have been born before the end of the eighth
century (p. 180).
Concerning Gras, one would dearly like to know whether
he, as well as or instead of hypothetical men of the land
called Graike opposite Chalkis, had anything to do with
those extremely problematical " Gra-ic" families in the
most famous colony of Kyme—Cumae in Italy, from which,
according to one school of thought, early Rome learned to
call the Hellenes Graii or Greeks.
The tradition that Lesbos was colonized from central
Greecex finds confirmation in the kinship between the
Boiotian and Aiolic dialects. The accounts of immigration
from Thrace are probably true also. There were many tribes
beyond the frontiers of Greece proper who spoke tongues
that were essentially dialects of Greek,2 and had far more
in common with Greeks than with the tattooed savages up
country. The horse-riding Paiones arc an example. From
this quarter, we may suppose, came some of the barbarous-
sounding personal names that were common in Lesbos,
such as Tyrtamos (the original name of the scientist
Theophrastos 3)> Kikis,4 Smerdcs,5 Pittakos—which last
figures in Thucydides (iv, 107) as the name of a Thracian
1	Thk. iii, 2.
2	Cf. Beloch, G.G, i, ii, pp. 38-45, 56-60.
3	Str, xiii, 618,
* Sxiidas, s,v. (Cf. Homeric o-kikvs, strength-less ?).
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